
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers and in  
the pew racks. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the congregation 
participates in word or song are noted in bold type.    Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Versets on “A solis ortus” de Grigny 

* HYMN 66          We Three Kings of Orient Are  Three Kings of Orient  

* CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 29): 

Leader: Ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

People: Ascribe to the LORD the glory of his name. 

Leader: The voice of the LORD is powerful;  

People: The voice of the LORD is full of majesty. 

Leader: May the LORD give strength to his people!  

People: May the LORD bless his people with peace! 

INTROIT A New Year Reginald Unterseher 

A New Year! Ring out old sorrow, bring in joy and harmony. 
Ring out fear’s cold isolation, bring in hope in community. 
Leave the shadows that shroud us, bless the lessons they give. 
Turn our hearts to the light where we may live. 
A New Year, leave hate and anger, bring in peace and dignity. 
Ring out doubt and separation, bring in faith and unity. 
Ring in love! 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                           

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Eternal God, the radiance of a star guided the travelers to the feet of 
Jesus where they offered their most precious gifts.  You have given us 
more than a star to guide us - you have revealed your glory and your 
love in the person of Jesus.  We confess the times when we choose to 
go our own way rather than be guided by Christ.  Strengthen us with 
your Spirit to follow wherever you lead us and to reveal your glory 
and love through all we do and say.  This we pray in Jesus’ name.  

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (all sing)        Hymnal No. 23 

“Glo - - ria in Excelsis Deo” 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened         
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

+ Children and Youth leave for Church School Classes. + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 60:1-6 



 

 

* HYMN 67 Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning  Morning Star 

SECOND LESSON Matthew 2:1-12 

SERMON                              “Nine Miles”           Rev. Richard S. Hong 

* NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, and of all things visible and invisible;  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,  
begotten of the Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 
Very God of Very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance 
with the Father by whom all things were made; who for us men,  
and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate  
by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man, and  
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 
buried, and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,  
and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the  
Father. And he shall come again with glory to judge both the  
quick and the dead, whose kingdom shall have no end.  

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, who 
proceedeth from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and  
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the  
prophets. And we believe one holy catholic and apostolic church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins. And we  
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to  
come. Amen.  

THE OFFERING   

OFFERTORY What Cheer William Walton 

What cheer? Good Cheer! 
Be merry and glad this good New Year! 
 

Lift up your hearts and be glad In Christ's birth the angel bade, 
Say each to other, if any be sad: What cheer? 
 

Now the King of heav'n his birth hath take, Joy and mirth we ought to make: 
Say each to other, for his sake: What cheer? 
 

I tell you all with heart so free: Right welcome, welcome, ye be to me: 
Be glad and merry, for charity!   
           RICHARD HILL'S COMMONPLACE BOOK, (16TH C.) 



  

 

* THE DOXOLOGY                    Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER  

THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

THE INVITATION 

THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Pastor:  Eternal and ever-living God...    

    . . . who forever sing to the glory of your name. 

SANCTUS 568 (choir and congregation)                                         Weaver 

Pastor: Holy God, in Your mercy . . . 

   . . . Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

People:  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

Pastor: We take this bread and wine and joyfully celebrate this  
Holy Sacrament. ...  And now, with the confidence of  
the children of God, let us pray: 

People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in  
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  
our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 



 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the 
door, I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me.  —Revelation 3:20 

All who trust in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior are invited to  
participate in this celebration. 

BREAD: To be taken individually, symbolic of your personal 
commitment to God through Jesus Christ.  For those who 
are gluten-sensitive, the cups on each paten (bread plate) 
contain gluten-free crackers. 

CUP: Please wait until all are served, symbolic of your  
corporate belonging together in the body of Christ.   
Grape juice is the fruit of the vine used in our  
celebration of the sacrament. 

COMMUNION HYMN 53            What Child Is This  Greensleeves 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

  THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 56 The First Nowell The First Nowell 

* BENEDICTION    

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE A Gallery Carol Sidney Campbell  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S MUSIC 

Nicolas de Grigny (1672-1702) was the greatest organist of the French baroque era. 
His life ended prematurely while he was organist at the royal cathedral in Reims, France, 
but he published a book of organ pieces for use in the French Catholic liturgy that 
represented the summit of that style. J. S. Bach copied this book by hand for his own 
study.  The short pieces in today’s prelude were meant to be sung in alternation with  
the Gregorian chant hymn “A solis ortus cardine,” an ancient Christmas hymn with 
specific stanzas for Epiphany. Reginald Unterseher (b. 1956) is Music Director  



  

 

and Composer-in-Residence at Shalom United Church of Christ, Richland, 
Washington.  William Walton (1902-1983) was an English composer. During a 
sixty-year career, he wrote music in several classical genres and styles, from film scores to 
opera. His best-known works include Façade, the cantata Belshazzar's Feast, the Viola 
Concerto and the First Symphony. Sidney Campbell (1909-1974) was an English 
organist. His most notable position was at St. George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle. The 
Gallery Carol is better known by the text “Rejoice and be merry.” 
 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Isaiah 60:1-6 (NRSV) 
 Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD 
has risen upon you. 2For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick 
darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory  
will appear over you. 3Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the 
brightness of your dawn. 4Lift up your eyes and look around; they all 
gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, 
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 5Then you 
shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the 
abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations 
shall come to you. 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young 
camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They 
shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of  
the LORD.  
 
Matthew 2:1-12 (NRSV) 
 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem  
of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is 
the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star 
at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod 
heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 
them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 6‘And 
you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the 
rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my 
people Israel.’” 7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and 
learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then 
he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the 



 

 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP  

If you are visiting us, an especially cordial welcome is extended. Please  
take a moment to fill out the How May We Serve You/Visitor Card in the 
pew racks. Bring the card with you to the Welcome Center at Coffee & 
Conversation where you will receive a Welcome Bag. We have Welcome 
Bags for children, too.  
 
Ushers for this Sunday’s service are: Ray Fields, Captain 
     Alan Aluska           David Bishop        Lois Strauss 
   
Today’s Communion Servers are:  

   Richard Bennett       Linda Farrell  Akira Fujitsuka 
 Nicole Kim        Linda Moats  Carolyn Porte-Lieberman 
 
Our Lay Assistant this morning is Paul Platek. Paul is a Certified Financial 
Planner working for UBS in Paramus.  He joined First Presbyterian in 2006 
and has been very active since.  Paul is an elder and on the Stewardship 
Committee.  He also facilitates the Financial Peace University course given  
at the church.  He just completed his tenth class and Paul is very proud  
of the fact that more than a hundred and thirty people have attended the 
classes.  He has given a similar course for high school and college students  
at the church and has presented Financial Peace Jr. to the parents of children 
from 4-12 years of age.  Paul is very active with Rotary and has been  
involved with Rotary's Gift of Life program for several years in which  
children are brought in from Third World countries for life saving heart 
surgery.  His family has hosted 9 children and one adult from various parts  
of the world.  Paul lives in Wyckoff with his wife Carmen and 21 year-old  
son Andrew. 

child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also 
go and pay him homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they set out; 
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, 
until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that 
the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the 
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down 
and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered 
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned  
in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by 
another road. 


